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1. The Master's Program in Applied Physics at the Department of Physics, National Dong Hwa University (hereafter referred to as the "Master's Program"), is managed by the Department of Physics. To regulate the academic affairs of Master's students, these guidelines are established in accordance with the university's academic regulations, the Master's degree examination regulations, and other relevant rules.
2. Admission Requirements:
(a) Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree from a public or accredited private university, independent college, or a foreign university recognized by the Ministry of Education, or must be graduating or have equivalent qualifications. They must have passed the entrance examination for the university's Master's program to be eligible to enroll in the Department's Master's degree program.
(b) International students may apply for admission according to the university's "Regulations for International Student Admission."
(c) Students applying for a department transfer must follow the university's "Regulations for Student Department Transfer."
(d) New students who are unable to enroll on time due to serious illness or military conscription may apply to defer their enrollment by providing relevant documentation and submitting a request before registration. If approved, they may delay their entry into the Master's program.
3. Duration of Study: One to four years.
4. Course Requirements: Details are provided in the curriculum plan.
5. Credit Exemption: (a) Master's students in this program may apply for credit exemptions.
6. Thesis Supervision: 
(a) New students in their first year must choose a thesis advisor by August 1 of the same year after being admitted to the Master's program. The student should consult with a faculty member whose research interests align with their own.
(b) If a student has not selected a thesis advisor by the start of the first semester, the student's mentor will coordinate with a full-time (or adjunct) faculty member in the department to serve as the advisor.
(c) Each full-time (or adjunct) faculty member is expected to supervise no more than two students per cohort.
(d) During the first semester, the thesis advisor may recommend students to other research labs or groups for short-term research based on the student's interests and the advisor's expertise.
(e) The student must complete the selection of a thesis advisor by the beginning of the second semester. If there are difficulties, the first semester's advisor and the mentor will work together to resolve the issue.
(f) The thesis advisor must ensure that the student's thesis topic and content are in line with the department's areas of expertise.
7. Thesis Proposal:
(a) Master's students must complete the thesis proposal defense at least six months before the intended graduation oral exam.
(b) The thesis proposal must include the research topic, background and motivation, literature review, research methods, expected results, references, and signatures from both the thesis advisor and the student.
(c) If the thesis advisor or the direction of the thesis changes, a new thesis proposal must be submitted.
(d) Master's students must submit a plagiarism similarity report for their thesis. The report must follow the department’s established standards for thesis similarity comparison.
8. Master’s Degree Examination:
(a) The thesis title and oral examination date must be submitted at least six weeks before the oral examination. The thesis draft must be submitted two weeks prior to the oral examination in order to proceed with the examination.
(b) The Master’s thesis (including the abstract) must comply with the formatting guidelines of National Dong Hwa University. After passing the degree examination, the thesis abstract and full text must be uploaded to the university system within one month (according to the university library’s guidelines for thesis submission). Additionally, four copies of the thesis must be submitted: one for the department, one for the university library, and two for the Ministry of Education-designated storage institutions through the Academic Affairs Office.
(c) The Master’s degree examination committee shall consist of 3 to 5 members, with at least one-third of the members being external to the university. The committee members must be scholars or experts who have specialized research on the thesis topic. They must meet one of the following qualifications and will be recommended to the university president for selection:
1. Current or former professors, associate professors, or assistant professors.
2. Academicians or current/former researchers from Academia Sinica.
3. Individuals holding a PhD with notable academic achievements.
4. Experts in rare or specialized fields with academic or professional achievements.
The criteria for qualifications in categories (c)3 and (d)4 will be established by the Department’s Graduate Committee.
(d) The degree examination will primarily be oral; however, a written examination may be conducted if necessary, and must be handled according to the following regulations:
i. The oral examination will be open to the public, and the examination time, location, and thesis title must be announced in advance.
ii. Members of the examination committee must attend the oral examination in person; no representatives may be delegated. The Master’s degree examination will proceed only if at least three members of the committee are present.
iii. The examination committee will be chaired by one external member; the thesis advisor cannot serve as the chair.
iv. The examination results will be based on a grading scale from 0 to 100, with 70 (B-) being the passing grade and 100 (A+) being the highest grade. The final grade will be determined by the average of the attending members’ evaluations. If more than half of the committee members evaluate the student as failing, the examination will be considered a failure, and no averaging will be done.
v. If a student who has applied for the degree examination is unable to complete the examination within the semester, they must request to cancel the application before the end of the semester according to the university's academic calendar. Failure to cancel by the deadline will be considered as one failed attempt.
vi. If the thesis is found to have plagiarism or fraudulent content and is confirmed by the examination committee, the examination will be deemed a failure, and the matter will be referred to the university’s Student Disciplinary Committee.
vii. If the student fails the examination, they may apply for a re-examination in the following semester or academic year. Re-examination is allowed only once, and failure in the re-examination will result in dismissal.
9. Revocation of Master’s Degree:
If a previously awarded Master’s degree is found to have been based on a thesis with plagiarism or fraudulent content, and this is confirmed through investigation, the degree will be revoked, and the issued degree certificate must be returned
10. Additional Matters:
Any matters not addressed in these guidelines shall be handled according to the relevant laws and regulations of the Ministry of Education, as well as the university's "Academic Regulations" and the "Doctoral and Master’s Degree Examination Regulations" and other related regulations.
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Implementation:
These guidelines will be implemented after being approved by the Department Council, the College Council, and reviewed by the Academic Affairs Meeting.
